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Special Note 

 

NASS is in the process of modifying report layouts in order to improve readability. This report issue is published using both 

layouts but all future issues will only be produced with the new layout, which is available on the NASS website: 

http://www.nass.usda.gov. This is the last issue using this layout. 

 

 

Tart Cherry Production Down 46 Percent 

 

U.S. tart cherry production is forecast at 195 million pounds, 46 percent below the revised 2009 production.   

 

Michigan, the largest producing State, expects a crop of 140 million pounds, down 47 percent from the revised 2009 crop.  

The crop potential was reduced markedly by frosts during bloom.  Yields vary substantially among varieties.  Bacterial canker 

was reported by growers as a problem in some orchards.  

 

Washington expects to produce 16.0 million pounds of tart cherries in 2010, down 4 percent from 2009.  Columbia Basin 

spring weather was predominately cool, wet, and windy this year.  Frost was a problem during bloom and conditions were less 

than optimal for pollination. 

 

Utah production is forecast at 24.0 million pounds, down 49 percent from 2009.  A late frost, cold wet spring, and tree fatigue 

from last year's extra heavy crop resulted in production at about half of last year's record level. 

 

New York is expected to produce 6.70 million pounds of tart cherries, 40 percent lower than the 2009 crop.  Frost damage and 

poor weather after bloom was reported in the Lake Ontario fruit region.  Producers in the Lake Erie area and Hudson Valley 

reported some frost and poor weather. 

 

Pennsylvania expects to produce 2.30 million pounds of tart cherries, 41 percent below 2009.   Tart cherry growers are 

anticipating a poor crop due to cold temperatures during bloom.  

 

Oregon's production is forecast at 2.00 million pounds, down 38 percent from 2009.  Production was affected by an extremely 

cold night in early April which led to a poor set for this year's crop.  

 

Wisconsin production is forecast at 4.30 million pounds, down significantly from last year due to multiple frosts during 

blossoming and cold rainy weather during pollination. 

  

Tart Cherries:  Total Production by State and United States, 

2008-2009 and Forecasted 2010 

State 
Total Production 

2008 2009 2010 

 Million Pounds Million Pounds Million Pounds 

MI 

NY 

OR 
PA 

UT 
WA 

WI 

 
US 

165.0 

9.6 

2.8 
3.9 

20.0 
12.5 

0.6 

 
214.4 

266.0 

11.2 

3.2 
3.9 

47.0 
16.7 

10.9 

 
358.9 

140.0 

6.7 

2.0 
2.3 

24.0 
16.0 

4.3 

 
195.3 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/


  

 
Cherry Production Agricultural Statistics Board 
June 2010 2 NASS, USDA 

 

Sweet Cherry Production Down 27 Percent 

 

U.S. sweet cherry production is forecast at 315,400 tons, down 27 percent from 2009. 

 

The Washington crop forecast of 160,000 tons is down 35 percent from 2009.  The crop has fallen behind on maturity due to 

cool, wet weather this spring.  

 

Production in California is forecast at 90,000 tons, 15 percent higher than the 2009 production.  Spring weather generated 

occasional rain and cool temperatures during the critical development of the crop.  A strong bloom occurred in March. 

 

Oregon production is forecast at 45,000 tons, down 33 percent from 2009.  Cold, wet weather conditions hindered bloom, 

pollination, and growth.  

 

The Michigan crop is forecast at 17,000 tons, 41 percent below the 2009 production.  A wind freeze in early April killed buds 

on trees on high sites that are generally less susceptible to frost damage. 

 

Idaho is expecting a sweet cherry crop of 1,500 tons, down 75 percent from last year.  Sweet cherries in Idaho experienced 

freezing weather during pre-bloom that damaged this year's crop.  Producers are expecting a light crop.  

 

New York production is forecast at 1,100 tons, 11 percent below the 2009 crop.  The majority of sweet cherries had a big 

bloom and the crop looked good.  Only a few growers reported frost damage this year.  

 

Utah production is expected to total 800 tons, down significantly from 2009.  A late frost, cold wet spring, and tree fatigue 

from last year's extra heavy crop negatively impacted production, which is about half of last year's level. 

 

 

  

Sweet Cherries:  Total Production by State and United States, 

2008-2009 and Forecasted 2010 

State 
Total Production 

2008 2009 2010 

 Tons Tons Tons 

CA 1 

ID 
MI 

MT 2 

NY 
OR 1 

UT 

WA 1 
 

US 

86,000 

1,900 
26,500 

1,560 

1,050 
31,000 

50 

100,000 
 

248,060 

78,000 

6,000 
28,700 

2,390 

1,240 
67,000 

1,540 

245,000 
 

429,870 

90,000 

1,500 
17,000 

 

1,100 
45,000 

800 

160,000 
 

315,400 
 1 Forecast carried forward from "Crop Production" released June 10, 2010. 
 2 The first estimate for 2010 sweet cherries in MT will be published in the January 2011 "Noncitrus Fruits and Nuts 2010 Preliminary Summary".  

Subscription Information 

 

To subscribe to NASS reports or to order single copies, call toll free, 1-800-999-6779.  You may write: ERS/NASS, 5301 

Shawnee Road, Alexandria VA 22312. 


